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of The Spectator, in which that account is contained, and read it aloud to us. He read so well, that every thing acquired additional weight and grace from his utterance1.
The conversation having turned on modern imitations of ancient ballads, and some one having praised their simplicity, he treated them with that ridicule which he always displayed when that subject was mentioned2.
He disapproved of introducing scripture phrases into secular discourse. This seemed .to me a question of some difficulty. A scripture expression may be used, like a highly classical phrase, to produce an instantaneous strong impression ; and it may be done without being at all improper. Yet I own there is danger, that applying the language of our sacred book to ordinary subjects may tend to lessen our reverence for it. If therefore it be introduced at all, it should be with very great caution.
On Thursday, April 8, I sat a good part of the evening
1  Boswell says (Hebrides, Aug. 26,1773):—' His recitation was grand and affecting, and, as Sir Joshua Reynolds has observed to me, had no more tone than it should have.'    Mrs. Piozzi (Anec. p. 302) writes :— ' His manner of repeating deserves to be described, though at the same time it defeats all power of description ; but whoever once heard him repeat an ode of Horace would be long before they could endure to hear it repeated by another.'   See ante, ii. 106, note 2.
2  ' Some of the old legendary stories put in verse by modern writers provoked him to caricature them thus one day at Streatham:—
"The tender infant, meek and mild,
Fell down upon the stone; The nurse took up the squealing child,
But still the child squeal'd on."
A famous ballad also beginning Rio verdc, Rio verde, when I commended the translation of it, he said he could do it better himself, as thus:—
"Glassy water, glassy water,
Down whose current clear and strong, Chiefs confused in mutual slaughter,
Moor and Christian roll along."
" But, Sir," said I, "this is not ridiculous at all." " Why no," replied he, "why should I always write ridiculously ?" ' Piozzi's Anec. p. 65. See ante, ii. 157, note i. Neither Boswell nor Mrs. Piozzi mentions Percy by name as the subject of Johnson's ridicule.
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